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Key notes

	PDFs opening in Chrome instead of Adobe Reader can occur for many reasons.
	It can be due to the Adobe Acrobat or Reader software not being available on the PC.
	Settings Adobe as the default PDF reader in Windows Settings can fix the problem.

 







 









Try Opera One, a browser with various functionalities already built-in! A flawless browser like Opera has most functions already under the hood.Here's what's included by default:
	 Easy and intuitive workspace management
	 Ad-blocker mode integrated to load pages faster
	 WhatsApp and Facebook Messenger
	 Customizable Ul and AI-friendly
	⇒ Get Opera One









Many of our readers complained about PDFs opening in Chrome instead of Adobe. The issue can occur for many reasons. However, you can fix it by following the steps outlined in this article.

Alternatively, you can check our detailed review of the best PDF reader software for Windows 11.

Why does my PDF open in Chrome instead of Adobe?

Some notable factors that may be responsible for PDFs opening in Chrome instead of Adobe are:

	Chrome is the default PDF file reader – If your default settings regarding the software for opening your PDF is Chrome, it’ll work whenever you try to access a PDF file instead of Adobe.
	Acrobat Chrome extension on the browser – If you have installed the Acrobat Chrome extension, you can experience difficulty opening PDF files with Adobe Acrobat DC. It can prompt your system to use the extension instead of the app.
	Adobe Reader isn’t installed or accessible – The system can direct the PDF file you’re trying to open to an available app that can open the file type. So, if Adobe Reader isn’t installed on your PC, Chrome can open the PDF if it’s the only option.
	Chrome PDF settings – The Chrome browser uses its integrated PDF viewer by default whenever you want to open downloaded files. So, it can override other app permissions if it’s not disabled.


These factors are liable to vary depending on the circumstances. Regardless, we’ll discuss how to resolve the problem.

What can I do if PDFs open in Chrome instead of Adobe?

Before proceeding with any steps for resolving the problem, go through these checks:

	Check if you still have Adobe Reader installed on your PC.


1. Switch settings to open PDFs in the Reader

	Launch Acrobat Reader on your PC, click the Edit button on the taskbar, then select Preferences from the drop-down menu.




	Click Internet in the left panel of the Preferences menu and then select Internet Settings.




	Go to the Programs tab and click Manage Add-Ons, then choose Acrobat Reader in the list of add-ons.




	Click the Disable option to ensure PDFs won’t open in a browser.


The above steps will prompt PDF files to always open in Adobe Reader instead of the browser.

2. Change the default PDF viewer in Windows Settings

	Press Windows + I key to open the Windows Settings app.
	Select Apps and click on the Default apps option.




	Select the Choose default app by file type option.




	Click Chrome and select the Adobe Reader app to open PDF file format as the new default.




	Close the Settings window and try accessing the file.


Changing the default reader for PDF file format in Settings allows Adobe Reader to be responsible for opening any PDF files on the PC.

3. Set downloaded files not to open in Chrome

	Launch the Chrome browser on your PC, click the three dots in the top right corner of the screen to open Menu, then select Settings.
	Type PDF into the search bar, then click on Site Settings from the search results.




	Scroll down and click on PDF Documents.




	Toggle on the switch for the Download PDF files instead of automatically opening them in the Chrome option.




	Exit the browser and check if the problem persists.


Tweaking Chrome PDF document settings configure it only to download the PDF files and not to open them with Chrome automatically.

You may be interested in fixes for the Chrome browser crashing after a Windows update on your PC.


Read more about this topic

	How to Set Copilot as the Default Assistant on Android
	Soon, Google Chrome might read the text from PDF images
	3 Simple Ways to Check the Warranty of Microsoft Surface





4. Disable the Adobe Reader extension in Chrome

	Open Google Chrome on your PC. Click the three-dot icon in the top right corner to open the Menu, and select Settings.




	Select Extensions from the left sidebar.
	Turn off the toggle switch for the Adobe Reader extension.






Disabling the Adobe extension will stop it from opening PDFs in Chrome.

In conclusion, our readers can go through how to create & edit PDF documents with the PDF Pro software on their PCs. Likewise, you can read about fixing the Invalid plugin detected error in Adobe Acrobat.

If you have any questions or suggestions concerning this guide, kindly drop them in the comments section.
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Was this page helpful?

Let us know if you managed to solve your tech problem reading this article.






















We’re happy to hear that!

You can subscribe to our newsletter to stay up to date with the latest news and best deals!








I agree with the Privacy Policy regarding my personal data 









Please check your Email inbox to confirm the subscription.






Do you have a suggestion?

We know how frustrating could be to look for an universal solution.

If you have an error which is not present in the article, or if you know a better solution, please help us to improve this guide.
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Suggestion type *
The article didn’t fix my problemI have a better solutionThe solutions are wrong 


 Description *
 



I want to be credited if my feedback will be used in the article.
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